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The Health Alliance 

• In July 2008, 7 Deans of 
Public Health schools in 
Eastern Africa established the 
‘Higher Education Alliance for 
Leadership Through Health’ 
born out of LIPHEA 

 

• Makerere, Muhimbili, Moi, 
Nairobi, Jimma, Kinshasa, 
Rwanda SOPH 
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Objectives of the Alliance 

• Joint development of 
curricula, high impact 
short courses and faculty 
skills to address major 
health challenges 
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Major Public Health Challenges in East 
Africa 

 
 

• A high burden of 
preventable: HIV, TB, 
Malaria 
 

• A severe shortage of 
human resources with 
leadership skills; 
fragmented health 
systems 
 

• High demand for public 
health leadership training 
but no space 
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A case for Open Education Resources 
in East Africa 

• All member schools offer an MPH  
developed from a shared context 

 

• Schools have introduced distance 
education  

 

• In addition, through the Alliance 
many short courses developed but 
not published 

 

• Teaching methods still largely 
traditional 
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Open Education gives us..... 

• An opportunity to improve 
student centred learning 
by 

– Availing resources for 
students to access 

 

– The students will be 
involved in generating case 
studies/experiences that 
can be posted and accessed 
by other students 
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Alliance to lead the region in 
developing high-quality  OER 

 

• Public Health issues are not 
limited by national boundaries 

 

• Alliance offer an already existing 
platform to coordinate 
curriculums in public health 
training in all the 7 countries 
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Ready to share with the world...... 

• A short course in Public 
Health Emergency Planning 
and Management as an 
interactive CD-ROM 

 

• A short course in 
‘Leadership for Health 
Professionals’ 
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Towards a standard MPH?  

• Joint development of 3 
core courses within the 
MPH into standard courses 
(Applied Epidemiology, 
Research Methods and 
Health Promotion) 
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Future Plans: Alliance and OER 
• The Alliance is in the process 

of developing a proposal as a 
blue print on its future use of 
OER as a training tool in the 
7 schools, in collaboration 
with 
– With support from the William 

and Flora Hewlett  Foundation 

– University of Michigan (Ted 
Hanss) 

– OER Africa (Neil Butcher, Tony 
Mays) 
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End 

• Thank You! 
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Growth in mobile penetration in Africa 
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A case for OER 

13 

– High investment in learning materials (5000 USD per course) 
with insufficient faculty 

– Commercial learning resources too costly for students 

– Quality reusable learning resources  available but not 
developed/not shared 
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